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President’s and Vice President’s Report 
The Library Association of the National Capital Region has as its purpose: 

a. To discuss and share library and information issues of general interest; and 
b. To promote networking and professional development among librarians, library 

technicians and all others interested in library and information management. 
 
Programming 
2014-2015 was a busy year for LANCR. We got back on track with programming in the fall, 
hosting the Peer to Beer at the Three Brewers pub. This was a successful event where a lot 
of new library technician students attended. Then in December, LANCR partnered with 
ABO-Franco to bring in Guy Berthiaume, Librarian and Archivist of Canada. He spoke about 
the future direction of Library and Archives Canada. LANCR partnered with the CLA 
chapter again this year for the Holiday Party; it was their turn to host. At the beginning of 
2015, we held a tour of the newly-renovated RFID-compatible Beaverbrook Branch of the 
Ottawa Public Library. We also had a tour at the Library of Parliament which is always 
popular. Two LANCR executive members had a kiosk at an ESIS event where they 
promoted the association to students/faculty and made new connections with potential 
partners. In the late spring, we held a casual trivia night at the Lieutenant’s Pump at which 
five new members joined.  
 
Our biggest event was on April 26th at the Hintonburg Community Centre. We hosted a 
panel discussion about comic books, manga and bande déssinées. Our panelists were, 
Allison Hall-Murphy and Catherine Malboeuf from the Ottawa Public Library, Rob Spittall, 
manager of the Comic Books Shoppe and Genevieve Leblanc a journalist and cosplayer. The 
two librarians discussed the role of graphic novels in library collections and programming 
while the other panelists conversed about the trends they have seen and the growing 
popularity of these collections. Overall, there was enough information given for those who 
wished to be introduced to the genre, but it was also interesting for those who weren't 
completely new to the subject. It was also of interest to those not working in the 
information field.  
 
In an attempt to direct more traffic to our blog and provide online information to our 
members, we created a series of blog posts called Reliable Sources, developed by Sarah 
Simpkin, VP. She interviewed various library staff working in Ottawa in order to showcase 
all the many unique experiences of working in libraries and with the hope of helping 
students and new professionals to learn some different places one can work after 
graduation.  
 
The LANCR AGM was held on Wednesday, May 27th at the Loft Board Game Lounge.  
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Executive 
In the late fall, LANCR engaged a new Vice-President – Sarah Simpkin. Mariya Maistrovskaya, 
the Social Media Coordinator, moved to Toronto for work, so Sara Hossain took over this 
position. We had two other committee members leave during the year as they did not have 
enough time to commit. See a full listing of the LANCR executive on page 3.  
 
The library community at large 
We co-hosted two events this year, one with the Ottawa Chapter of CLA (Holiday Party), 
and two with ABO-Franco Ottawa (discussion with Librarian and Archivist of Canada Guy 
Berthiaume and Comic book panel discussion. LANCR continued to partner with Twice 
Upon a Time and hopes to start a partnership with Librarians without Borders next year.  
 
Challenges and future initiatives 
The primary challenge LANCR faced this year was fluctuating attendance at events. We also 
have a low membership and find members do not renew their memberships from year to 
year. Our partnership with ABO-Franco dwindled in the latter half of the year and we found 
that they were not communicating with us or offering to help with programming we had 
laid out at the beginning of the year.  
 
LANCR has done some research on offering a presentation skills/storytelling workshop, 
but did not have enough time to promote, so we will look into this for next year. We also 
plan on meeting in June to discuss the strategic plan for the next year. We have discussed 
possible fundraising initiatives for next year as well as a bursary program and we plan on 
creating official job descriptions for the executive.  
 
Membership Coordinator’s Report  
The 2014-2015 year for LANCR was one where we maintained our membership.  We 
currently have 21 active members.  Though there was a slight decline in membership 
throughout the fall and winter, the success of the Trivia Night and Comic Book Panel 
brought in new members.  Events held thought 2014-2015 were well attended, with both 
members and non-members participating.  Events included the Peer to Beer event 
(approximately 20 people attended), Tour of the Beaverbrook Branch of Ottawa Public 
Library (7 people attended), Annual Holiday Party (approximately 20 people attended), a 
discussion with Librarian and Archivist of Canada Guy Berthiaume, Tour of Parliament (6 
people attended), Trivia Night and The Comic Book Panel (13 people attended). 
 
Treasurer’s Report  
 
The 2014-2015 year for LANCR was one of slight financial loss. While our events did 
generate some modest revenue (library tours, panel discussion), it was not enough to offset 
our expenses. Furthermore, the lack of membership registrations and renewals contributed 
to this year’s deficit.  
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Financial Statement (June 1st 2014 - May 31st 2015) 
 

Bank balance, June 1st, 2014 $1,209.10 
Petty cash balance, June 1st, 2014 $100.00 

  

Opening balance $1,309.10 
  

Credits  
Total revenue for all events and memberships $504.00 

  
Total Credits $504.00 

  

Debits  
Bank fees ($21.45) 

Total expenses for all events ($629.65) 
  

Total Debits ($651.10) 
  

Credits less debits (147.10) 
  

Bank balance, May 25th, 2015 $1,062.00 

Petty cash balance, May 25th, 2015 $100.00 

  

Closing balance $1,162.00 
  

 
2014 – 2015 Executive 
President: Beth Goslett 
Past President: Lindsey Sikora  
Vice-President: Sarah Simpkin  
Treasurer: Lisa Glandon  
Secretary: Erica Wright  
Membership Coordinator: Nigèle Langlois  
Social Media Coordinator: Sara Hossain  
Councillor At-Large: Annik Either  
 


